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Decades after a K tive brought -
ecades after a Keene native roug il =
a flag home from war, his daughter and guns appro:
2 van on a res
her husband return it to Germany near Memor
: Concord. Or
amela Russell-Mec- Russell-McClellan never = hood, the ot
P Clellan has been in-  forgot her father’s wish. mask. Reacl
trigued by the one-of- he honored it on hicle, accord
a-kind flag since childhood. Thanksgiving Day. reports, the;
She knew her father The nearly life-sized flag its doors an
brought it home from Ger-  is equal parts brilliant red, driver into t
many after World War II,  white and black on one side, driver was
that it repre-  with a diamond-shaped his seat, str
SI.lcE sented a sol-  white and silver pattern on
o= diers’ organi-  the other.
or lIFE zation in the It’s stamped regally with S
small town of  the German Imperial Eagle,
Gundelfingen, and the Bavarian symbol
Germany, near the Rhine  delineating southwest Ger-
River and the French bor-  many. It’s decorated with Program
der. She knew her father a blue and white diamond inform on
treasured the flag. She un- pattern, along with oak and
derstood his reticence to laurel leaves. It’s in pristine By DAVE
talk about it. condition. The'Gaze
The late Wallace Rus- “Ever since I was a Spring
sell didn’t tell many World  child, I've been amazed at |
War II stories, the battle-  how gorgeous it is,” says COLORA
field scars too personal and Russell-McClellan, who
painful. Once, though, moved to Keene in 2001 .SPRINGS’ (
when Russell-Mc- and is head of edu- Ing pressure
Clellan was in high cation at the Mead drug use an
school in her native Art Museum at Am- ' : : sault at the,
Minneapolis, her fa- #. ¥ herst College in Wallace Russefl poses in 1942 in Keene Academy, th
ther suggested the Massachusetts.' has created
fgag SthOUId dsg’imfday - Lagt I?Oflth, l_Il,t : 58, and her hushend Mixray flag was peulably made by tem of cadet
¢ returned to its eir first-ever visit to Saan manis 18
rightful place in Gundelfingen, Rus-  McClellan, 61, s Sl by + RE S0 5 Bk f";ordn
Gundelfingen. _ sell-McClellan, the town’s archiviss thes the See KEEME on Page A6 amgﬁg:tsllv;
. - ' e publicly fun¢
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Keene residents return flag t

(Continued from Page A1)

But we're getting ahead of
ourselves.

A mysterious flag

The McClellans today live in
Wallace Russell’s childhood house,
which just may be one of the
smartest homes in Keene. At least
six Keene High School valedicto-
rians, including Russell (class of
1940) and his three siblings, have
lived under its roof. !

Russell attended the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire’s officer
candidate school and eventually
was drawn into World War II as
an Army lieutenant, later pro-
moted to captain.

In the fall of 1944, just months
after marrying Russell-McClel-
lan’s mother, Marjorie, Russell
led a division through the Rhine
River Valley as the Allies liber-
ated France, acre by acre.

It was a dangerous mission,
fraught with casualties. Russell
suffered an arm injury in January
1945, returned to the field in Feb-
ruary, and was wounded again in
March. Eventually, in May 1945,
he crossed the Rhine River into
Germany by himself, rejoining his .
division, the war over. MICHAEL M

Fighting ceased with Germa-  Pam Russell-McClellan and Murray McClellan display another view of the flag from Ger

ny’s official surrender May 8, 1945, tering, translated from German, reads, “In true fidelity with God for King & Fatherland.”
so the unit became more of a police

force. Russell was in Gundelfingen, 1y, years flew by as the flag ~ Pennsylvania. She has won several minds our next tri
today a town of 7,790, for about remained in the safe custody of awards and fellowships, and is vice the flag,” Russell-]

amonth and e helped put up the McClellans. president for outreach and educa- They started ple
gms %n the jail’s win tﬁwfsf Some- Murray McClellan, a native of tion for the Archeological Institute  trip in May, pickin,
0‘% - (ilmf,[ecélfrﬁss 4 ﬁg P Champagne, IlL., is the son of a of America. of Thanksgiving. It
th usie B k %ean Saysheria-  nrofessor who moved frequently She found the Amherst College  with help from an .
1 ki i)n_spo ?:i nfpantéﬁis Iéﬁver — he counts Keene as his 32nd job on the Internet. By then her fessor fluent in Ger
flearso}?e son:i) r:??' tgr s dg rd:r mailing address. childhood house in Keene had been McClellan wrote to
toagéstro Wallll G?erman vegfar p 0_ ? McClellan, like his wife, made  passing through the family and the Mayor Franz Kukl;
bols that)}'osbered mi]jta.rismyrgnd academia his profession, and to-  couple was interested in moving to  intentions. That st:
he dacided 10 etend take it ’home day is an adjunct professor of hu- the region from Brookline, Mass. emails with Gunde
for himself. Or, maybe, he secretly manities and English at River “We were ready for a change,” The trip began {
swiped it g, impetu’ous 23-year- Valley Community College. He’s  she says. ~_ with three days in
old soldier seeking a souvenir also the director of religious edu- They have one son who lives in meeting with the ¢
“Dad never told me how he got cation at the Keene Unitarian Cambridge, Mass., and works in  at the German His
it,” Russell-McClellan says. “Once Universalist Church. He taught  the high-tech field. seum, who gave th

. thing li at Boston University for 12 years, The flag never became an af- about flags and ba
ﬁeﬁsal‘(lins&)é]nfngen, {ﬂ;eel’tzhif?llmd and was a teacher in Hinsdale terthought, but careers and fam-  young, 33ish, fluen

hed it  That's aboutit” - & £% ¢ and M prm “# il W ebeens o -engaging and
e@%ﬁ;ﬁt;ﬂggﬁdi;ﬁaﬁi e e mreh ga%‘!%ffo?a *Rus Al Mc€leltan

the flag at home, always keeping it Russell-McClellan is an ar- long time béc_ause it belongs to the They drove into
caﬁeﬁ?ﬂgyacovoelrx'leii a.nvri c’fmgﬁ’égg ; chaeologist who graduated from citizens of this town,” Murray Mec- back again, crossin,

: Yale University and earned a Clellan says. treading on ground
Life goes on doctorate from the University of “We always knew kind of in our fought for. “We just

Brotherhood of White Warriors rises behind
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Germany

g
the surroundings. We crossed:the
Rhine easy as pie,” Russell-Mg€lel
lan says softly, the words driftis

As prearranged, on Tha
ing Day they arrived at the
delfingen town hall at 3 p.m &3

cake and coffee. In turn, the 7"
Clellans brought some New s
shire maple syrup, maple syﬁ';p
candy and sweatshirts. They also
 showed letters to home Wallace
Russell wrote while in -
“They were fascinated byathdt,
Russell-McClellan says. =
The McClellans were shown-
several town publications going
back to 1910 that referenced the
flag, including a 1979 article that
questions its whereabouts. ~ 4
Officials hypothesized that the
Nazis must have hidden it in the
homestead of a close friend ofHit- -
ler’s so the Americans couldn’@et
it. It must have disappeared from-
there, the article suggests, lost'in
the vacuum of time. :
The formal presentation of the
flag, from the McClellans to,Gun-
delfingen’s mayor, took place in -
the town’s council chambers, up-
der a 15th-century painting }‘foat
replicates the siege of Gundelfin-
gen in 1462. That was a high-, -

»

'MICHAEL MOORE / Sentinel Staff

m Russell-McClellan and Murray McClellan display another view of the flag from Germany. The let-
ing, translated from German, reads, “In true fidelity with God for King & Fatherland.”

The years flew by as the flag Pennsylvania. She has won several minds our next trip was to return
nained in the safe custody of awards and fellowships, and is vice the flag,” Russell-McClellan adds. point in the town’s history, when
i McClellans. president for outreach and educa- They started planning the it fought off the imperial forces ©of

trip in May, picking the week

of Thanksgiving. In September,
with help from an Amherst pro-
fessor fluent in German, Russell-
McClellan wrote to Gundelfingen
Mayor Franz Kukla about their

tion for the Archeological Institute
of America.

She found the Amherst College
job on the Internet. By then her
childhood house in Keene had been
passing through the family and the

northern Germany.
“Everywhere you turned, you
were surrounded by history,’<b
Murray McClellan says.  ve©
~ As for what becomes of the' "

Murray McClellan, a native of
ampagne, 111, is the son of a
yfessor who moved frequently
he counts Keene as his 32nd
iling address.

McClellan, like his wife, made

ademia his profession, and to-
¥ is an adjunct professor of hu-
mities and English at River
lley Community College. He’s
io the director of religious edu-
tion at the Keene Unitarian
riversalist Church. He taught
Boston University for 12 years,
id was a teacher in Hinsdale

et ib B

Russell-McClellan is an ar-
geologist who graduated from
tle University and earned a
gtorate from the University of

of White Warriors rises behind NH prison wall§

couple was interested in moving to
the region from Brookline, Mass.

“We were ready for a change,”
she says.

They have one son who lives in
Cambridge, Mass., and works in
the high-tech field.

The flag never became an af-
terthought, but careers and fam-

t g& fe've been: <
wanting tes ag‘b&k for a
long time because it belongs to the
citizens of this town,” Murray Mc-

Clellan says.
“We always knew kind of in our

intentions. That started a series of
emails with Gundelfingen officials.
The trip began two weeks ago
with three days in Berlin and a
meeting with the curator of flags
at the German Historical Mu-
seum, who gave them a book
about flags and banners. “He was
young, 33ish, fluent in English,

feeel-McClellan says.
They drove into France and
back again, crossing the Rhine,

treading on ground her father once

fought for. “We just wanted to feel

and delightful”

flag, the McClellans guess it-Will
be displayed publicly at times;but
also carefully stored. This week
they were contacted bya repdrter
from the Gundelfingén area, who
wants to get the story out. "
“The best part is the flagis
back where it belongs,” Russell-
No dov b’t‘f‘%‘;nie Ruseell™
would be pleased. -

Steve Gilbert is a columnist for
The Sentinel.



